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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text18: RE (wind and solar)
	Text19: Appalachian State University is a leader in renewable energy (RE) installations. We have a diverse portfolio of RE systems. We operate 3 photovoltaic projects, 2 solar thermal systems, make biodiesel from our dining hall waste oil and use all RE inputs & operate the largest wind turbine in NC. The two commercial solar thermal systems are for hot water & space heating; one providing 14.7% annually of the total energy consumption and the other 60% of the hot water needs for the facilities they serve. The biodiesel research facility collects used cooking oil and production and processes approximately 1500 gal/yr.  These systems are prominently placed on campus & designed to high standards. They also serve as an educational tool to our campus community and our tourist-based local economy.
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	Text25: 19
	Text26: We also utilize some solar thermal for space heating. We use these fuels, including solar thermal, excluding electricity, for space heating and for hot water. Estimates from our Energy Manager. Due to accounting records, the above are estimates.   
	Text27: 5**
	Text28: None of the buildings are certified, however they are built to LEED Silver standards and while the certification process is not yet completed they are registered with USGBC.  
	Text29: 0**
	Text30: THIS IS ON PURPOSE. Appalachian ONLY irrigates 1 soccer field & 2 softball fields. During drought conditions, irrigation is eliminated/reduced. We had a 7.7% reduction of water use in FY08-09.  Additionally, we use 98-100% native plant species.
	Text31: 27
	Text32: Energy efficiency measures at Appalachian are too many too many to list here.  We hired an Energy Manager in 2007 who has enabled our university to undergo a transformation on energy efficiency across campus.  We are currently undergoing changes in a $5.34 million performance contract for EE.
	Text33: 85*
	Text34: This number is steadily increasing  b/c Energy Star equip. is spec'd and as appliances turnover.
	Text35: Yes!  We are working in a $5.34 million performance contract in 16 buildings, and provides energy efficient lighting and lighting occupancy sensors, low-flow aerators on sink faucets, low-flow toilets, recommissioning of some HVAC systems, door weather stripping, green roof space, new chillers, new condensate pumps, energy efficient window installs, new solar hot water systems, new steam traps, new chiller compressors, and energy and HVAC remote monitoring.  The institution is also working to replace our steam plant condensate return lines.  In 2007 there was an 8% return of condensate.  Today there is a 40% return rate. NC Senate Bill 668 which requires all new major constructions to be built to at least 30% greater efficiency and major renovations to be 20% greater efficiency than the requirements of ASHRAE 90.1-2004. This is only a partial listing of the actual changes occurring.
	Text36: 5*
	Text37: This is an estimate. Our local food initiative is just beginning to track this number. If this radius is increased to 150 miles, that percentage goes up significantly. Local food is a major focus for 2010. 
	Text38: 1
	Text39: Yogurt and soy products. A recent survey revealed students are willing to pay more for certified organic foods. Our students are asking for local more so than organic.
	Text40: Tuna is certified Wild Caught/Dolphin Safe and is long line caught, not net caught. 
	Text41: 65
	Text42: We serve free-range chicken and Certified Angus hamburger whose diet consists of a 100% vegetarian diet.
	Text43: YES! We understand that availability of a variety of menu times to choose from is important to students/faculty/staff that want to consume vegetarian and vegan foods.  We have numerous vegetarian and vegan selections; 72 item salad bar available at Rivers Street Cafe and concepts such as Healthy Selections which strictly serves vegan and vegetarian dishes.  We also offer veget./vegan items at Sandwich, Pizza, Home style, Gill and Grab & Go concepts.
	Text44: Yes. Our student union has a free water bottle refilling station with reverse osmosis water for anyone to use.
	Text45: Yes! A12 acre teaching & research farm-not cert. org. but uses no chem. pest. or fert., greenhouses, cold frames & row covers for season extension...for more info: http://susdev.appstate.edu/farm  There is also a student-operated garden on campus called the Edible Schoolyard.
	Text46: YES! Appalachian has offered Sustainable Development & Appropriate Technology programs for over 20 yrs. MA-Appalachian Studies, MS-Biology, MBA-Business, MA-Political Science, MS-Technology, BS-Environmental Studies, Env Science, Building Science, Sustainable Development, Agroecology and Sustainable Agriculture Concentration, Community, Regional and Global Development, Appropriate Technology, Geology with Environmental Concentration, Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology, Environmental Chemistry, BA-Env Policy and Planning, Global Studies, Economics with a concentration in Env Policy and Management http://rieee.appstate.edu/environmental-academic-programs
	Text47: YES! Photovoltaic System Design and Construction, Wind and Hydro Power Technology, Solar Thermal Energy Technology, Biofuels Technology, Sustainable Transportation, Sustainable Resource Management, Sustainable Water and Wastewater Technology, Society & Technology, Energy Issues and Technology, Sustainable Development in the Modern World System, Building Science, Computer Modeling of Renewable Energy Systems, Sustainable Building Design and Construction 
	Text48: YES! The Office of Sustainability will be hosting this information on their website (live Spring 2010) www.sustainability.appstate.edu; future plans to mark such classes in the catalog
	Text49: We have too many faculty members engaged in sustainability issues to list in this small space.  There are estimated to be around 200 faculty members engaged in and conducting sustainability-based research. Beginning with "A" - Dr. Harvard Ayers - Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, founded the NC Clean Air Coalition (which lead to the Clean Smokestack Act) & Appalachian Voices, conducted archeological field work at Blair Mtn and co-wrote the nomination for Nat'l Register for Historic Places (listed 2009), received the Harvard Ayers award from Appalachian Voices in 2007 for Outstanding Leadership and preserving the cultural and natural landscape, just to name a few.
	Text50: YES! Research Institute for Environment, Energy and Economics (rieee.appstate.edu), Appalachian Energy Center (energy.appstate.edu), proposed Southern Appalachian Environmental Research and Educational Center, Center for Economic Research and Policy Analysis (http://www.business.appstate.edu/economics/cerpa/), Living Learning Center, Green Living Communit
	Text51: YES! Environmental and sustainability literacy is incorporated into the General Education core curriculum.
	Text52: 5-10*
	Text53: Our 40 member Sustainability Council is studying curriculum in more detail Fall 2010. We believe this number is accurate from the feedback we've received from our faculty members on the Council.
	Text54: YES! Appalachian has a strong commitment reducing the environmental impact of its operations through sustainable materials management. We include environmentally preferable purchasing in our state contracts. Some of those practices include recyclable and recycled packaging, recycled cardboard, environmentally friendly chemicals and materials in the manufacturing of products, use of electronic copies of documents, and all metal enclosures and packaging be fully recycled.  We procure and use environmentally preferable goods and services, including products made wholly or in part from recycled materials, whenever feasible and practicable. We give consideration to environmentally preferable products that are more energy efficient, less toxic, less polluting, and which generate less waste overall. Specifically, paper, cleaning and office supplies, landscaping, building materials (for LEED projects), equipment, and the purchase of ENERGY STAR products (when possible) are included in environmentally preferable purchasing. All copy paper, including miscellaneous color and sized paper, is 30% recycled content, all bathroom tissue and some paper towels are 100% recycled content, and all other paper towels are 40% recycled.   
	Text55: 100
	Text56: Yes! However this specific designation is not currently tracked. Our school purchases paper with a minimum 30% recycled content and this is not a limitation. Departments can choose a higher recycled content.  Majority of the paper towels are 100% recycled.  
	Text57: No policy in place.  We choose to purchase energy efficient Dell computer equipment.
	Text58: Absolutely! We have specific language in purchasing contracts specifying the packaging to be anywhere from 40% to 100% post consumer waste, and 100% recyclable after use. http://www.pandc.nc.gov/recycled.htm
	Text59: Not sure, but we take advantage of the Energy Star settings for sure!  For instance, the microfridges had a pre-Energy Star rating of 419kWh, with Energy Star ratings in place they use 290kWh.Our supplier is motivated around energy savings and we feel confident that the Energy Star settings are in place when we receive them. 
	Text60: YES! We proudly offer free bus rides to students, faculty, staff and community members.  This service has been in place since 1980. The buses run on biodiesel which came about from a student-university partnership, paid for in part by a student raised, self-imposed tax.  Strides are continually taken to ensure diverse routes and coverage to make sure students go where they need.  http://www.news.appstate.edu/2006/12/05/biodiesel-4/
	Text61: We have a bike rental program - Boone Bike Initiative - a community-based organization started by Appalachian.  In 2007, students won a $10,000 grant from the EPA's People Prosperity and the Planet Student Design Competition for Sustainability (P3 Award). We also want to incorporate bicycling initiatives into our master plan to make bicycling as a method of transportation more accessible and easy for the campus community.
	Text62: We offer an online program for the campus community to connect with others who need to rideshare and/or carpool.  http://rideshare.appstate.edu/index.php  Prefered parking is given to those that drive bicycles and motorcycles and there is restrictive parking on campus. We recently conducted a transportation survey polling people on the receptiveness of eliminating freshman parking privileges, further incentivizing alternative transportation, creating a car rental program and broadening the routes of the free bus transit system. 
	Text63: 55
	Text64: 54% use the free bus system, 15% bicycle, and  35% carpool. These percentages sum more than 100% because this is the breakdown of the modes of transportation our students use in a week. 
	Text65: 89
	Text66: 4% of staff use the free bus system, 9% walk, 5% bicycle, and 20% carpool; 8% of the faculty use the free bus system, 17% walk, 7% bicycle, and 16% carpool. These percentages sum more than 100% because this is the breakdown of the modes of transportation our faculty/staff use in a week.  
	Text67: 30
	Text68: Since 2007, we have increased waste diversion at a average rate of 6.5% per year.  Appalachian State's waste reduction and recycling program has been in place since 1988. Currently, post consumer composting is being studied. http://www.physicalplant.appstate.edu/appalachian-recycles 
	Text69: YES! The Office of Waste Reduction and Recycling seeks to adopt what method captures as much recycling as possible. The student union has special receptacles for printer cartridges, cell phones, batteries, computer equip, CDs, DVDs, diskettes, film, plastic bags, compact fluorescents, and confidential recycling. We want to provide as many options for recycling as possible.
	Text70: YES!  Recycle at the Rock is our game day recycling program in addition to the 75 recycling receptacles placed in and around the stadium. Tailgaters receive green bags to collect their recycling.  Post-game clean up requires recycling separation. We have diverted over 34,000 pounds of recyclable material from the landfill over 2 seasons. Waste Reduction and Recycling interns are studying the feasibility of a similar recycling program in the basketball arena. 
	Text71: YES! We compost all pre-consumer food waste from all dining facilities on campus. Last year we composted 105 tons!  This program has been in place since 1999 spearheaded by students and still in place. We are currently studying the feasibility to expand this to post-consumer food waste.
	Text72: YES! We are committed to waste reduction goals and are willing to work toward zero waste. We buy recycled content and environmentally preferable products and services which works upstream to reduce. As previously mentioned we have worked with contracts and will continue to improve our efforts in this important area of consumption.
	Text73: YES!  "The BIG Sale" - 2009, 52.5 tons of material was diverted from the landfill on account of this program and the raised $13,500 was donated to local agencies. Every dormitory has a designated location for item drop off.http://act.appstate.edu/pagesmith/189http://act.appstate.edu/bigsale
	Text74: YES!  http://www.appstate.edu/about/strategic_plan.pdf "Appalachian will enhance our sustainability efforts." "We have a genuine respect for the natural environment and a commitment to principles of sustainability."  "Two hallmarks of Appalachian are our location in an aesthetically pleasing as well as culturally and recreationally rich, mountain environment and a campus that attracts faculty, staff, and students seeking a high quality of life. We are committed to conscientious stewardship of these important resources and to assertive leadership by promoting sustainable policies and practices."Appalachian is surrounded by its beautiful mountainous environment.  We honor that rich heritage by making strong and bold commitments to sustainability. Those commitments include the Talloires Declaration (1997), Sustainability Council (2007), ACUPCC (2008), Office of Sustainability (2009).
	Text75: YES! We have a Director of Sustainability (full-time). There are 28 full time equivalent dedicated sustainability staff and a Sustainability Council.  The Council is cross-disciplinary encompassing 40 faculty, students and staff.  The Office of Sustainability also has another full-time staff member.
	Text76: YES!  Our University is committed to creating a net zero greenhouse gas emission scenario by 2050.  The Sustainability Council and Office of Sustainability are drafting a climate neutrality plan now, due May 2010.  http://www.northcarolina.edu/policy/index.php?pg=vs&id=5606  We also work under an Energy Conservation Plan - during the winter break we put the university into a "deep sleep" - Over the winter holiday 08-09, compared to the same time period the year prior, natural gas consumption was reduced by over 27% and electricity by 2%! That equalled a savings of over $150,000!
	Text77: YES!  TWO of them actually! The first greenhouse gas inventory, completed in May 2009, was conducted by 2 graduate students. The second inventory was lead through the Office of Sustainability, and was primarily conducted by a graduate student intern in the Office.  
	Text78: YES!  We have achieved a reduction - 6% reduction from 2008 to 2009.  The majority of this reduction came from augmented use of biofuels, decreased energy consumption, less air and ground travel, and an increase of renewable energy adoption and installations on campus. We look forward to implementing climate action suggestions, due May 2010, to intentionally target our emissions and diligently lower them.
	Text79: As a state institution, much is available although not all publicly available due to the confidential nature of hedge fund investments.
	Text80: Currently, the Foundation's Investments Advisory Committee does not have policy addressing environmental issues based on the investment policy guideline statement.
	Text81: We do not have specific policy in place.  However our investments include many companies that participate in the "green" economy.
	Text82: Miriam Makhyoun- Student Gov't Assoc. Pres 2004, coauthor of the student-led Renewable Energy Initiative; Interned for Senator Harry Reid (NV) & organized 500 people affected by the dangers of working on nuclear test sites; Chaired Las Vegas Caucus while doubling as Precinct Captain for Barack Obama Campaign; 1st Master's Candidate in the Sustainable MBA program; 1st Pres & founder of the ASU Graduate Chapter Net Impact Club; Brazil studying feasibility of methane gas for energy in poor areas :::Rio Tazewell-created SURGE chapter, spring 2010 Renewable Energy Initiative Chair, Summer of Solutions 2008, Change IT program 2008, lobbied political leaders during Power Shift 2009, intern in DC for Congressman Brad Miller summer 2009 and followed the American Clean Energy Security Act, sponsored by the Energy Action Coalition to participate in White House Youth Clean Energy Forum 
	Text83: YES!  ASU technology students have been awarded the EPA P3 grant totalling over $209,000 (2007 & 2008), for closing the loop on biodiesel production to community bicycle renting initiatives to affordable bioshelters. http://www.epa.gov/ncer/p3/success/index.html, 2008 and 2009 honorable mention. ASU technology students have made the first cut for the current Solar Decathlon 2010. Appalachian Anthropology students hosted a Campus to Congress conference call with our State Senators. NC Sustainable Building Design Competition, placing 2nd in 2009.
	Text84: YES!  Appalachian's campus is nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains. We attempt to "fit in" to our surroundings by offering our campus community the same beauty that surrounds us. We have a 66 acre nature preserve on campus and are looking to put more forestland into preservation.  We also plant 98% native species on campus which adds resiliency to the natural environment in which we live.  There are 5 designated green spaces totalling almost 7 acres on campus.  We invite you to visit!
	Text85: YES! New construction employs low VOC and advanced mechanical ventilation systems.
	Text86: Because Appalachian is nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, outdoor activities abound. We offer the following recreation options: several hiking trails, rock climbing walls, guided outdoor trips, student outdoor learning expeditions, wilderness orientation program for incoming first year students, Alpine Tower ropes course, and group interaction courses. These are offered as a resource to the High Country, including the campus community, for free or a nominal fee. Academically, we offer Principles of Agroecology, Agroecology Practices, Soil & Soil Fertility Mgt, Science for Sustainability, Agroforestry and Farm Forestry Systems, Ecologically Based Pest Management, Ecology, Ornithology, many more.
	Text87: Since spring 2009, Appalachian has created the Office of Sustainability with 2 full time staff members and 5 graduate assistants. A mission statement for the university re: sustainability is being created. One building is currently being commissioned to be LEED Silver certified; in fall 2009 we did Mess on the Mall to raise awareness for waste reduction and recycling; we are hosting a sustainability film series with 5 films to help raise awareness and change behaviors; a 100kW wind turbine came online (the largest in NC); we had another successful Recycle at the Rock campaign in fall 2009 diverting nearly 9 tons of recyclables from the landfill; a commercial solar thermal installation went live supplying 60% of the hot water needs for two dining facilities; a portable "Katrina" house was built by grad students exemplifying energy efficiency and renewable energy; completed 2nd greenhouse gas inventory
	Text88: *Students built a mini-house exemplary of green building and renewable energy (wind turbine!, solar thermal! and photovoltaic!) that is used educationally, and for powering solar music stages at events.*Students can apply for grants from the ASU Energy Center to conduct sustainability research.*We are currently working with a local food cooperative to study and explore bringing in a higher percentage of local food and supporting the local food economy.*The annual Sustainable Living Tour is organized & hosted by ASU Sustainable Energy Society.*Sustainable Development program hosts an annual High Country Food Summit to grow the local food economy.*We have 36 student-run sustainability and/or environmental clubs, groups, or organizations on campus.*The Renewable Energy Initiative is a student-created, student-led committee that uses a self-imposed student green tax toward the implementation of renewable energy on campus. Their annual budget is $150,000 annually. www.rei.appstate.edu*Small Wind Research and Demonstration site www.wind.appstate.edu*The Office of Sustainability is creating a "Green Your Travel" guide for students, faculty and staff to use as a guide to not only reduce the environmental footprint of traveling, but learn how to be more equitable to the host country; the Office of Sustainability has 5 graduate student interns, 4 of which we employ and 1 sponsored by the Athletic Department.*Smoking is prohibited within 50 feet of all building entrances and air intakes.*The Library and associated parking deck have a rainwater detention retention system that captures water, and by way of weir, releases the water into the watershed to prevent flooding.*The Holmes Convocation Center has the University’s only filtered storm water catchment system.  One reservoir is 2400 gallons and another is 900 gallons.*The University has future plans to install a storm water filtration system on Stadium Drive lot, 400 space parking lot.  *We held a green jobs fair fall of 2008 and spring of 2009 and have plans to hold another in fall 2010.*Approximately 95% of cleaning products are certified Green Seal.*10% of campus grounds are maintained organically.*Students that work at the Sustainable Development Farm sell their pesticide/chemical free food on the center-of-campus green space, Sanford Mall.*We offer assistance to minority groups through the Office of Multicultural Student Development.*We conduct ongoing reporting on sustainability progress to the students through the student newspaper, Facebook, Twitter with the Office of Sustainability website going live Spring 2010.*We have a green cleaning policy http://housing.appstate.edu/pagesmith/52*The University is also currently studying permeable concrete surfaces and currently has 3 permeable concrete parking spaces under study.


